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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for provisioning services offered by a service provider for a plurality of parties, 
comprising: 

5 providing an interface by which a first party identifies attributes of a particular service 

to be shared with a second party and/to be provisioned by the service provider; 

offering participation in the particular service to the second party via an interface by 
which the second party may signal«icceptance of the particular service; and 

if acceptance by the secona party of the particular service is signaled, then executing a 
10 process to provision the particular service for the first party and the second party. 

2. The method of claim 1, including: 
establishing a connection between the service provider and the first party for delivery 

of services according to pararreters of a service provider account with the first party; and 
establishing a connection between the service provider and the second party for deliv- 
ery of services according to parameters of a service provider account with the second party. 

3. The method of claim 2, including verifying that the service provider accounts of the first 
party and of the second paifty support the particular service. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the services comprise communication services, and the 
attributes of the particular /service include parameters of a communication channel using 
communication resources bf the service provider. 

25 5 . The method of claim A , wherein said providing an interface includes displaying an image 
prompting a user to create a logical instance of the particular service on behalf of the first 
party. / 

6. The method of claim 5 , wherein said offering includes displaying an image prompting a 
30 user to create a logical connection to the logical instance of the particular service to signal 
acceptance on behalf of the second party. 
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7. The method of claim 5 , including upon creation of the logical instance of the particular 
service, displaying an image prompting a user to offer the particular service to another party, 
on behalf of the first party. / 

/ 

8. The method of claim 1, including sending the attributes of the particular service to the 
service provider for use in provisioning the particular service for the first and second parties. 



9. The method of claim 1, wherein the particular service is arranged for at least one addi- 
tional party in addition to the first and second parties, including: 

offering participation in me particular service to the at least one additional party via 
an interface by which the at le^st one additional party may signal acceptance the particular 
service; and 

if acceptance by the it least one additional party of the particular service is signaled, 
then executing a process tp provision the particular service for the at least one additional 
party. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein said providing an interface includes establishing a server, 
available to the first party via a public network, to manage the interface. 

11. The method of claim 10 wherein the server comprises an internet server available to the 
first party using an /internet browser. 
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5 12. The method of claim 1, wherein said /nterface comprise an electronic document. 

j 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the electronic document includes objects compliant with a 
hypertext markup language HTML standard. 



10 14. The method of claim 13, wherein the HTML standard is XML. 



15. The method of claim 1, wherein the services comprise electric power delivery. 
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16. The method of claim 1, wherein the services comprise fuel delivery. 

17. The method of claim 1, including providing said interface using a secure internet protocol. 



18. The method of claim 1, whereip the services comprise water delivery. 

20 19. The method of claim 1, where jn the services comprise secure communication bandwidth de- 
livery. 
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20. The method of claim 1, incluiing providing information via said interface by which. said sec- 



ond party may signal acceptance 



, the information being associated with said offering from the 



y 25 first party for use by said secor d party independent of the service provider. 



21. A method for provisioning 
comprising: 

establishing connections 



services offered by a service provider for a plurality of parties, 



between the service provider and a plurality of parties for deliv- 



30 ery of services according to parameters of respective service provider accounts; 



providing an interface bv 



which a first party in the plurality of parties identifies attributes 



of a particular service to be shared with one or more other parties in the plurality of parties, and 
to be provisioned by the service provider; 

verifying that the service provider accounts of the first party and of said one or more 
other parties support the particular service; 
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offering participation in the particular service to said one or more other parties having 
service provider accounts which support the particular service via an interface by which said one 
or more other parties may individually signal acceptance the particular service; and 

if acceptance of the particular service is signaled, then executing a process to provision 
the particular service for the first party an<j said one or more other parties which signaled accep- 
tance. 



10 



22. The method of claim 21, wherein the services comprise communication services, and the 
attributes of the particular service include parameters of a communication channel using com- 
munication resources of the service provider. 
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23. The method of claim 21, wherein paid providing an interface includes displaying an image 
prompting a user to create a logical instance of the particular service on behalf of the first party. 

24. The method of claim 23, wherein said offering includes displaying an image prompting a 
user to create a logical connection to tine logical instance of the particular service to signal accep- 
tance on behalf of the second party J 
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25. The method of claim 23, including upon creation of the logical instance of the particular 
service, displaying an image prompting a user to offer participation in the particular service to 
another party, on behalf of the first party. 



26. The method of claim 23, wherein 
more other parties may indicate a 



said interface includes constructs by which said one or 
ocation for connection to the particular service. 



27. The method of claim 21 , including sending the attributes of the particular service to the serv- 
ice provider for use in provisioning the particular service for the first and second parties. 



28. The method of claim 21, wherein said providing an interface includes establishing a server, 
30 available to the first party via a public network, to manage the interface. 
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29. The method of claim 28, wherein the server comprises an internet server available to the first 
party using an internet browser. 

30. The method of claim 21, wherein said interface comprise an electronic document. 

31 . The method of claim 30, wherein the electronic document includes objects compliant with a 
hypertext markup language HTML standard. 

33. The method of claim 30, wherein the HTML standard is XML. 

33. The method of claim 21, wherein the services comprise electric power delivery. 

34. The method of claim 21, wherein the services comprise fuel delivery. 



35. The method of claim 21, wherein 



the services comprise water delivery. 



36. The method of claim 21, wherein the services comprise secure communication bandwidth 
delivery. 

37. The method of claim 21, including providing information via said interface by which said 
one or more other parties may signal acceptance, the information being associated with said of- 
fering from the first party for use b / said one or more other parties independent of the service 
provider. 

38. A method for provisioning communication services in a communication network offered by 
a service provider for a plurality o|f parties, comprising: 

establishing connections of a plurality of parties to the communication network for 
communication services, said connections comprising respective service interfaces and parame- 



ters of respective service provide: 
providing an user interface 



:■ accounts; 

by which a first party in the plurality of parties identifies at- 



tributes of a particular communication channel in the communication network to be shared with 
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one or more other parties in the plurality ,bf parties, and to be provisioned by the service provider 
in the communication network; j 

verifying that the service provider accounts of the first party and of said one or more 
other parties support the particular communication channel; 

offering participation in the particular communication channel to said one or more other 
parties having service provider accounts which support the particular communication channel via 
an interface by which said one or more other parties may individually signal acceptance the par- 
ticular communication channel; and 

if acceptance of the particular communication channel is signaled, then executing a proc- 
ess to provision the particular communication channel for the first party and said one or more 
other parties which signaled acceptance. 



39. The method of claim 38, wherein 
dresses, and said process to provision 
tify packets for use of the particular 
use tag packets for use of the particular 
network to route packets to and from 
dresses and the tag in the packets. 



said i 



40. The method of claim 38, wherein 
elude identifiers of service interfaces 
one of a set including point-to-point, 



respective service interfaces have unique network ad- 
the particular interface includes establishing a tag to iden- 
coijimunication channel, configuring the service interfaces to 
communication channel, and configuring switches in the 
tHe service interfaces in response to the unique network ad- 



tflie attributes of the particular communication channel in- 
fbr the parties, and data indicating that the channel is to be 
oint-to-multipoint, or multipoint-to-multipoint. 



41. The method of claim 40, wherein\the identifiers of service interfaces include MAC ad- 
dresses. 



42. The method of claim 39, wherein the unique network addresses comprise MAC addresses, 
and the tag comprises a VLAN tag. 



43. The method of claim 38, wherein the 
network, including switches and optical 



communication network comprises a metropolitan area 
fiber links configured in a tree. 
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/ 

44. The method of claim 43, wherein said respectivyservice interfaces have MAC addresses, 
and said process to provision the particular interface/includes establishing a VLAN tag to iden- 
tify packets for use of the particular communication channel, configuring the service interfaces to 
tag packets for use of the particular coimnunicatioiy channel, and configuring switches in the net- 
work to route packets to and from the service interfaces in response to the MAC addresses and 
the VLAN tag in the packets. / 

45. The method of claim 38, wherein said providing an interface includes displaying an image 
prompting a user to create a logical instance off the particular service on behalf of the first party. 

46. The method of claim 40, wherein said offering includes displaying an image prompting a 
user to create a logical connection to the logical instance of the particular communication chan- 
nel to signal acceptance on behalf of the second party. 

47. The method of claim 46, including upon creation of the logical instance of the particular 
communication channel, displaying an image prompting a user to offer participation in the par- 
ticular communication channel to another party, on behalf of the first party. 

48. The method of claim 38, including sending the attributes of the particular communication 
channel to the service provider for use in provisioning the particular communication channel for 
the first and second parties. / 

49. The method of claim 38, wherein said providing an interface includes establishing a server, 
available to the first party via a public network, to manage the interface. 

50. The method of claim 49, wherein the server comprises an internet server available to the first 
party using an internet browser.! 

51. The method of claim 38, wherein said interface comprise an electronic document. 



70 



CMET 1001-2 




52. The method of claim 51, wherein the electronic document includes objects compliant with a 
hypertext markup language HTML standard. 

53. The method of claim/52,wherein the HTML standard is XML. 



10 
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54. The method of claim 38, including providing information via said interface by which said 
one or more other parties may signal acceptance, the information being associated with said of- 
fering frpm the first party for use by said one or more other parties independent of the service 
provider. 

55. A method for provisioning services offere^/tfy a service provider for a plurality of parties, 
comprising: 

establishing connections and service provider accounts between the service provider and 
a plurality of parties for delivery of/services among the parties according to parameters of 
respective service provider accoums; 

providing an interface accessible by parties in the plurality of parties, the interface sup- 
porting logical definition of p services to be provisioned by the service provider and associated 
with parties in the plurality of parties, supporting logical connection to particular logically de- 
fined services by said Associated parties, and. supporting offers of particular logically defined 
services by a first P^rty to one or more other of said associated parties, and; 

processingyme logical definitions of particular services to verify that the service provider 
accounts of saica associated parties support the particular logically defined service; and 

after lpg^aTjconnections of one or more parties to said particular logically defined serv- 
ice, executing alprftfdess to provision an instance of the particular logically defined service for 
said associated pasties. 
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56. The method of claim 55, wherein the services offer comprise bandwidth in a communication 
network, and the connections comprise service interfaces coupled to the communication net- 
work. 
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57. The method of claim 56, wherein said communication network comprises a plurality of net- 
work intermediate devices which include filters for use in routing data flow among service inter- 
faces, and said process to provision includes configuring/said filters according to the particular 
logically defined service. 



58. The method of claim 57, wherein said service interfaces have MAC addresses, and said fil- 
ters are responsive to said MAC addresses. 

59. The method of claim 58, wherein saidproc/ess to provision includes assigning Virtual LAN 
tags to particularly logically defined services; and configuring said service interfaces to append 
the assigned virtual LAN tags to data packers transmitted via the service interface to the commu- 
nication network. 

60. The method of claim 55, wherein t/articular logically defined service be one of a set includ- 
ing a point-to-point channel, a point-to -multipoint channel, or multipoint- to -multipoint channel 

61 . A method of provisioning services offered by a service provider for a plurality of parties 
comprising: 

providing a representation accessible by the plurality of parties via a communication 
network, of potential and actual uses of the services to allow a party in the plurality of parties to 
conduct transactions using or/involving the service with other parties in the plurality of parties. 



62. The method of claim 61, wherein said representation comprises an up to date representa- 
tion of the service incluainga record of pending actions updated as they are created. 



63. The method of damr 61, wherein the representation comprises elements, when displayed 
to one of the parties ii/ the plurality of parties, convey sufficient information so as to explain a 
proposed transactioi 



64. The method /of claim 61 , wherein the representation includes images and forms expressed 
in a markup language compatible with a standard HTML or XML. 
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65. The method of claim 61, including providing /security for the representation and the 
communication network to the plurality of parties kn^wn by the plurality of parties to be suffi- 
cient to trust data and origin/authorship of a proposed transaction. 

66. The method of claim 65, wherein providing security includes conducting the transactions 
using certificates and secure network technology. 



67. A method of provisioning services offered by a service provider, comprising: 
10 providing an interactive model of a relationship involving participation in the service of- 

fered by the service provider, and containing a plurality of elements represented by one or more 
of images and forms corresponding to parameters of the participation in the service; and 

allowing selective changes/in parameters of the participation in the service by one or 
more of manipulating images and/ recording an object in a form, said selective changes includ- 
15 ing representing a participant '^agreement to one or more of engage or participate in the rela- 
tionship, and change the parameters of participation in the service for the relationship. 
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68. The method of o\ 
another party to com 



67, including electronically conveying changes from one party to 
for changes in parameters of the participation in the service. 
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69. A system thaf fe&phically represents a connection or service relationship as a wire with 
two ends or plugs that can be connected into or moved between sockets or interfaces independ- 
ently by two participants in a proposed transaction to facilitate their independent control over the 
delivery and acceptance of a service. 
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